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Mukherjee named interim provost 
 
JUNE 16, 2021 
 
Dr. Avinandan (Avi) Mukherjee, dean of the Lewis 
College of Business, has been named interim senior 
vice president for academic affairs and provost at 
Marshall. Mukherjee replaces Dr. Jaime Taylor, who 
is stepping down next month to assume the presidency 
at Lamar University in Texas. 
 
President Gilbert made the Mukherjee announcement 
today. 
 
“Dean Mukherjee is a superb leader and I’m thrilled he 
has agreed to take on the interim position,” Gilbert 
said. “His leadership at the Lewis College of Business 
has propelled the school to new heights and accomplishments. I have no doubt he will bring that same 
level of energy, integrity and intelligence to our office of academic affairs.” 
 
Mukherjee has led the college of business since 2017.  Since starting, he has directed a number of highly 
successful initiatives, including overseeing the progress of the new college of business building thanks in 
large part to a $25 million gift from Brad and Alys Smith, the development of a Doctor of Business 
Administration program, initiating the first fully online program from the Lewis College of Business and 
launching the college’s first STEM program, among other significant achievements. 
 
With academic experience that spans the globe, Mukherjee has expanded Marshall’s footprint to include 
relationships with institutions in China, India, Nigeria, South Korea, Asia, Ireland and Australia, as well 
as others in the United States. He has served as the president of the Society for Advancement of 
Management (SAM), the oldest professional organization in management, which is highly regarded in the 
industry. Mukherjee is involved with several other professional organizations as a member and officer, as 
well as with the Rotary Club of Huntington.  A more detailed profile is available here. 
 
Mukherjee will serve in the provost’s position until a new senior vice president for academic affairs and 
provost has been appointed.  Following the interim role, Mukherjee can return to his status as the dean of 
the Lewis College of Business and will be eligible for the permanent position of provost when the 








Miller named member of medical accrediting committee 
 
JUNE 16, 2021 
 
Bobby L. Miller, M.D., vice dean of medical education at the 
Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine, was selected as one of 15 
professional members of the Liaison Committee for Medical 
Education (LCME), the accrediting body for medical schools in 
the U.S. and Canada. 
 
In addition to 15 professional members composed of medical 
educators and practicing physicians, the 19-member LCME 
committee includes two public members and two medical 
students. Each year, the LCME reviews annual survey data and 
written reports on all accredited medical schools and conducts 
survey visits at up to 30 institutions. Miller will serve a three-year term beginning July 1. 
 
“The LCME plays a vital role in maintaining the quality of medical education programs as well as the 
health and well-being of medical students and faculty at medical schools across the country,” Miller said. 
 
Miller, who is also a practicing neonatologist with Marshall Health, has taken a leading role in the 
accreditation process at the Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine since his appointment as vice dean in 
2013 and has successfully overseen two accreditation site visits at Marshall. 
 
Miller is one of a number of medical school faculty at Marshall serving in leadership roles for national 






Dr. Carter G. Woodson Lyceum to host online public 
lectures as part of Institute on Black History Instruction 
 
JUNE 9, 2021 
 
The Dr. Carter G. Woodson Lyceum at Marshall is inviting the Tri-
State community to attend two special lectures during its Institute on 
Black History Instruction – one celebrating Juneteenth, the other 
recalling the significant role played by Woodson and others in the 
struggle to educate African Americans. The lectures will take place 
on Saturday and Sunday, June 19 and June 20. 
 
Burnis Morris, co-founder and director of the Woodson Lyceum, 
said because the summer institute for teachers begins on June 19 
(“Juneteenth”), the entire community will be given access to the presentation about the end of American 
slavery in 1865. 
 
“The observance has been growing in popularity in recent years,” Morris said. “However, few people in 
this region seem to know much about Juneteenth, and we’ve invited an outstanding speaker to 
commemorate this historic event.” 
 
The Juneteenth speaker is Dr. Joseph Tucker Edmonds, assistant professor of Africana Studies and 
Religious Studies and associate director of the Center for the Study of Religion and American Culture, all 
at Indiana University-Purdue University Indianapolis. He also is president of the Indianapolis branch of 
the Association for the Study of African American Life and History, an organization founded in 1915 by 
Woodson, the former Huntington educator who is considered the Father of Black History. The public may 
access this 11:45 a.m. June 19 presentation through the following link: https://tinyurl.com/2bmusaed. 
 
The second lecture open to the public is a “Book Talk” with Dr. Jarvis Givens, assistant professor of 
education at Harvard University. Givens’ new book, “Fugitive Pedagogy: Carter G. Woodson and the Art 
of Black Teaching,” was just published by Harvard University Press. His presentation is scheduled for 
11:30 a.m. June 20. The session is available using this link: https://tinyurl.com/ypnt46ee. 
 
The lyceum’s fourth institute for teachers is supported by a grant from the West Virginia Humanities 
Council. It convenes June 19-23 as a virtual program. The institute is a graduate humanities course 
offering three credits. The teachers receive $500 stipends, and their tuition expenses are covered by the 
grant. The Woodson Lyceum was formed in 2016 as a collaboration between Marshall’s Drinko Academy 
and W. Page Pitt School of Journalism and Mass Communications. 
 
“Before Woodson began the Negro History Movement (Black History Movement) in 1915 with the 
founding of the association, Black History received little respect in America, and African Americans’ 
achievements were often denied by mainstream educators,” Morris said. “However, Woodson’s work – 
including creating Negro History Week/Black History Month – changed all that. Few people today would 
deny Blacks have contributed much to America. 
 
“Much work remains since Woodson’s efforts to put Black contributions in classes and educate society at 
large — beyond celebrating Black History each February.” 
 
Morris, however, said because of centuries of neglect and misinformation about African Americans, few 
people know much about Black History. He said teachers need support in their classes and they need 
tools, which the institute provides. 
 
“The lyceum supports integrating Black History in classes and education generally,” he said. “The 








Biomedical research summer interns gain experience for 
future endeavors 
 
JUNE 16, 2021 
 
The Joan C. Edwards School of 
Medicine recently welcomed 20 summer 
interns for a nine-week biomedical research 
program. The participants, who are mainly 
from West Virginia colleges and universities, 
will conduct research that is relevant to health 
concerns in the Appalachian region such 
as cardiovascular disease, obesity, addiction 
disorders and cancer. 
 
“These talented students learn firsthand what 
it is like to pursue a career in research while 
enhancing their academic competitiveness for graduate school and networking with others in the field,” 
said Kelly Carothers, coordinator of the Summer Research Internship for Minority Students (SRIMS). 
 
The School of Medicine’s Office of Research and Graduate Education’s SRIMS program sponsors 
students from the United States.  The 2021 participants are listed below with their colleges, hometowns, 
and mentors: 
 
• Sakinah Burger, Alderson Broaddus University, Beckley, West Virginia (Balasubramanian 
Palaniappan, Ph.D., mentor) 
• Jocelyn Hernandez, Montclair State University, Haledon, New Jersey (Jennifer Haynes, Ph.D., 
mentor) 
• Taisha Valenzuela, University of Rio Grande, Lancaster, Ohio (Alip Borthakur, Ph.D., mentor) 
 
West Virginia IDeA Network of Biomedical Research Excellence (WV-INBRE) is funded through a $16 
million grant from the National Institutes of Health (NIH). Marshall University, in partnership with 
researchers at West Virginia University, received the award to help build expertise in biomedical 
research. Students participating in the 2021 WV-INBRE Summer Program include: 
 
• Christopher Bender, West Virginia Wesleyan College, Webster Springs, West Virginia (Monica 
Valentovic, Ph.D., mentor) 
• Fallon Gallimore, University of Charleston, Williamson, West Virginia (Hongwei Yu, Ph.D., 
mentor) 
• Sean Hill, University of Charleston, Danville, West Virginia (Brandon Henderson, Ph.D., mentor) 
• Marnie Kerby-Ballinger, University of Charleston, Charleston, West Virginia (Monica 
Valentovic, Ph.D., mentor) 
• Alex Martinez, University of Charleston, Albacete, Spain (Eugene Shakirov, Ph.D., mentor) 
• Madison Michels, Davis and Elkins University, Liberty, West Virginia (Daniel Morgan, Ph.D., 
mentor) 
• Anya Miller, Davis and Elkins University, Milton, West Virginia (Ruhul Amin, Ph.D., mentor) 
• Umesh Napali, West Liberty University, Nepal (Larry Grover, Ph.D., mentor) 
• RaeAnne Reed, University of Charleston, Logan, West Virginia (Melinda Varney, Ph.D., mentor) 
• Sidra Tahir, University of Charleston, Annapolis, Maryland (Vincent Sollars, Ph.D., mentor) 
• Emily Taylor, University of Charleston, Charleston, West Virginia (Lydia Bogomolnaya, Ph.D., 
mentor) 
 
Two West Virginia teachers have also been chosen for the WV-INBRE Summer Fellowship Program: 
 
• Jackie Fannin, Charleston Catholic High School, Marshall University graduate, (Richard Egleton, 
Ph.D., mentor) 
• Chelsea Simmons, St. Albans High School, Marshall University graduate, (Emine Koc, Ph.D., 
mentor) 
 
Five students are supported by the American Heart Association Summer Intern Research program led by 
principal investigator Nalini Santanam, Ph.D., MPH, FAHA: 
 
• Claire Combs, Marshall University, Pickerington, Ohio (Sandrine Pierre, Ph.D., mentor) 
• Alex Dague, Marshall University, Triadelphia, West Virginia (Boyd Rorabaugh, Ph.D., mentor) 
• Brendin Flinn, Marshall University, Mineral Wells, West Virginia (Nalini Santanam, Ph.D., 
mentor) 
• Sydnie Jenkins, Shawnee State University, Lucasville, Ohio (Nalini Santanam, Ph.D., mentor) 
• Alex Simpkins, Marshall University, Lavalette, West Virginia (Jung Han Kim, Ph.D., mentor) 
 
New this year is the NIH sponsored National Institute on Drug Abuse (NIDA) Summer Research 
Internship, which focuses on increasing underrepresented populations in drug abuse and addiction 
research. This year’s recipient: 
 
• Courtney Lulek, Marshall University, Russell Springs, Kentucky (Daniel Morgan, Ph.D., mentor) 
 
“We are providing in-depth, mentored research opportunities for undergraduates,” said Elsa I. Mangiarua, 
Ph.D., professor of biomedical sciences and director of the WV-INBRE program. “The programs also 
promote awareness of Marshall’s graduate degree programs and available careers in biomedical 
research.” 
 
In addition to lab work, interns attend educational and professional seminars along with networking 
activities. They will present their research findings at a symposium at the conclusion of the program. 
 
For more information about WV-INBRE, visit wv-inbre.net or contact Mangiarua 
at mangiaru@marshall.edu or 304-696-6211. For more information about SRIMS, 
visit jcesom.marshall.edu/research/srims or contact Carothers at carothers@marshall.edu or 304-696-
7279. For information about the American Heart Association 
program, visit https://jcesom.marshall.edu/AHA or contact Santanam at santanam@marshall.edu or 304-





Photo: Students participating in biomedical research internships this summer at Marshall University 
include (back row, left to right): Sidra Tahir, Umesh Nepali, Marnie Kerby-Ballinger, Alex Dague, Alex 
Simpkins, Christopher Bender, Sean Hill , Alex Martinez, (front row, left to right) Emily Taylor, Taisha 
Valenzuela, Jocelyn Hernandez, RaeAnne Reed, Fallon Gallimore, Brendin Flinn, Sakinah Burger, 









In Memoriam: Andrea Roy 
 
JUNE 16, 2021 
 
Dr. Peggy Proudfoot Harman of the social work department has shared the news of the passing of Andrea 
Roy: 
 
“It is with deep sorrow that I share the passing of Andrea Roy. As you know Andrea was the Project 
Coordinator for our Prevention Program WVTIME4K. Throughout the project Andrea along with her 
colleague Robin Looney and the WVTIME4K Mentees have worked valiantly to create a thriving 
program for young children who are impacted by the opioid epidemic. With Andrea’s guidance she and 
Robin were able to continue the program throughout the COVID-19 pandemic and were praised by the 
grant funder for their creativity and willpower to continue to help the youth involved in the program. 
 
“Andrea was loved by all who had the pleasure to know her. She was a wonderful colleague and mentor 
and will be terribly missed by all, especially those of us in the Social Work department and by those 
involved in WVTIME4K. We are all better for knowing Andrea.” 
 










Brunty named a finalist as Forensic 4:Cast Mentor of the 
Year 
 
JUNE 16, 2021 
 
Josh Brunty, an associate professor in the cyber forensics and 
security program, is a finalist for the Forensic 4:Cast Digital 
Forensics and Incident Response (DFIR) Mentor of the Year. 
 
Forensic 4:Cast’s awards, established in 2009, honor 
organizations and individuals for exceptional work in several 
categories, which also include DFIR Degree Program of the 
Year, DFIR Commercial Tool of the Year, DFIR Blog of the 
Year, Article of the Year, DFIR Groundbreaking Research of 
the Year and DFIR Team of the Year. 
 
The public helps choose the winners and is able to cast votes online through July 22 
at http://f4c.me/v21.  The winners will be announced at the SANS DFIR Summit on the evening of July 
22. 
 
“I’ve always made it a priority of mine to go far beyond being just a teacher and put each student in the 
best possible position to succeed in our profession,” Brunty said. “It is my job to listen to them, offer my 
perspective, and encourage them to pursue the things beyond what they think they are capable of. 
Although I’m humbled and honored that former students and colleagues of mine would take the time to 
nominate me for such an award, my name as a finalist is purely an extension of all the successes of all of 
our students and alumni over the years.” 
 
Among those Brunty has mentored include Nicole Odom, who was named the 4:Cast DFIR Newcomer in 
2020. Her research on smartwatch forensics was also named the 2020 Most Outstanding Research Award 
by the Digital and Multimedia Sciences section of the American Academy of Forensic Sciences, and 
Kelsey Wilkinson, who won the 2016 Forensic Science Foundation’s (FSF) Emerging Forensic Scientist 
Award for her research in developing an open-source mobile forensic analysis toolkit. 
 
Brunty serves as advisor to the Collegiate Cyber Defense Team, which consistently ranks in the top 10 at 
National Cyber League competitions, winning the competition in the spring of 2020. He has also served 
as coach and mentor to multiple local high school CyberPatriot teams over the years, with many of these 
teams taking top honors in their respective divisions. 
 
Brunty also has participated in a number of national and international organizations committed to the 
advancement of digital forensic science and digital evidence. His research interests include mobile device 
exploitation and forensics, multimedia forensics, and malware forensics. He has been a frequent speaker 
and guest lecturer throughout the country and written or co-written books and journal publications on 
digital forensics, mobile device forensics, and social media investigation. 
 
This year’s Forensic 4:Cast nomination isn’t Marshall’s first. Marshall’s cyber forensics and security 
program was a finalist for Degree Program or Training Program of the Year in 2020. A book by the 
program’s director, John Sammons, The Basics of Digital Forensics, was a finalist for the Digital 
Forensics Book of the Year in 2013.  Marshall nominees also have included alumna Nicole Odom, who 
was nominated in multiple categories. Marshall also received a nomination for Groundbreaking Research 
and Article of the Year for its work on smartwatch forensics, and 2009 Marshall graduate Chris Vance 
has a blog (D20 Forensics) that has been named a finalist for this year’s DFIR Blog of Year. 
 








In-person robotics camps to return to RCBI Huntington 
 
JUNE 9, 2021 
 
The Robert C. Byrd Institute (RCBI) at Marshall 
University and partners from the NASA Katherine 
Johnson IV&V Facility and the West Virginia 
Space Grant Consortium will offer in-person, 
hands-on robotics camps for students ages 6-14 
from July 19-23 in Huntington. 
 
The events – a WeDo 2.0 Robotics and Coding 
Express Camp for students ages 6-8 and a VEX IQ 
Robotics and RAD Drone Camp for students ages 
9-14 – will run concurrently at RCBI Huntington, 
1050 Fourth Ave. The camp for younger students 
will run from 9 a.m. to noon while the one for older 
students will run from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
 
Focusing on fundamental building and programming skills, interactive games and fun challenges, each 
camp will provide information about age-appropriate competitions and how to get involved and stay 
engaged in robotics. NASA staff will lead the camps. 
 
To help defray costs, a $50 donation for the WeDo camp or a $100 donation for the VEX IQ camp is 
suggested. “This is entirely optional,” said Deacon Stone, director of RCBI’s Center for Innovation. “We 
want interested children to participate in the camps regardless of whether or not you are able to make a 
donation.” 
 
To register your child for either camp, visit www.rcbi.org/roboticsJuly2021 enter the student information, 
then select the July 19-23 Huntington event under Hands-on Robotics Camps. For more information, 
contact Stone at dstone@rcbi.org or 304.781.1659. 
 
Because of COVID-19 concerns, organizers will limit each camp’s enrollment, enforce social distancing, 








Marshall Health’s department of neurosurgery welcomes 
orthopaedic spine surgeon to its team 
 
JUNE 16, 2021 
 
The Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine, Marshall 
Health and Cabell Huntington Hospital, a member of 
Mountain Health Network, recently added orthopaedic 
spine surgeon, Jeffery D. Kim, M.D., to their teams of 
providers. 
 
Kim, a board-certified, fellowship-trained orthopaedic 
spine surgeon, has been named an assistant professor in 
the departments of neurosurgery and orthopaedics at the 
Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine. He treats all 
spinal conditions involving the neck and back and has a 
special interest in utilizing minimally invasive methods. 
Kim specializes in adult degenerative conditions including spinal stenosis, spondylolisthesis, 
radiculopathy, cervical myelopathy and cervical radiculopathy. He uses both conservative and surgical 
treatments depending on the needs of the patient and evidence-based research. 
 
Kim most recently served as an orthopaedic spine surgeon at The Ohio State University Wexner Medical 
Center in Columbus, Ohio. He earned his medical degree from Rush Medical College in Chicago, Illinois. 
He completed his orthopaedic residency at Marshall’s school of medicine, followed by a spine surgery 
fellowship at Northwestern University in Chicago, Illinois. He is certified by the American Board of 
Orthopaedic Surgery. 
 
“I have known Dr. Kim since his residency here at Marshall,” said Anthony Alberico, M.D., chair of the 
school’s department of neurosurgery. “He is a truly caring and conscientious clinician and a skillful 
surgeon. He is well trained and eminently qualified in state-of-the-art technology including spinal 
robotics. He is a welcome addition to our staff, and his skill set as an orthopedic spine surgeon will nicely 
complement our existing neurosurgical faculty. His addition enables us all to better serve our community 
population with spinal problems.” 
 
Kim is accepting new adult patients and referrals at two locations: Marshall Neuroscience, an outpatient 
department of Cabell Huntington Hospital at 1600 Medical Center Drive, Huntington (304-691-1787), 








Marshall Health expands endocrinology team 
 
JUNE 16, 2021 
 
Juman Takkedin, M.D., has joined the endocrinology 
provider teams at the Joan C. Edwards School of 
Medicine, Marshall Health and Mountain Health Network. 
 
Takkedin, a board-certified, fellowship-trained 
endocrinologist, has been named an assistant professor in the 
department of internal medicine at the school of medicine. 
Her clinical interests include treating patients with endocrine 
related conditions and disorders including diabetes onset 
treatment and management, bone health, thyroid ailments, 
metabolic and nutritional disorders, pituitary and adrenal 
diseases, osteoporosis. She is certified by the American Board 
of Internal Medicine with subspecialty certification in 
Endocrinology, Diabetes and Metabolism. 
 
She received her medical degree from Weill Cornell Medical 
College in Ar-Rayyan, Qatar. She finished her internal medicine residency at Unity Health System in 
Rochester, N.Y., followed by an endocrinology fellowship at Rutgers-Robert Wood Johnson Medical 
School in New Brunswick, N.J. 
 
“Dr. Takkedin is a valuable addition to the Marshall endocrine department and an integral asset for the 
community,” said Nesreen A. BenHamed, M.D., section chief of endocrinology. 
 
Takkedin is accepting patients at Marshall Internal Medicine Bruce Chertow Diabetes Center, an 
outpatient department of Cabell Huntington Hospital, located at the Erma Ora Byrd Clinical Center, 1249 
15th Street, Huntington. For appointments or referrals, call 304-691-1000. She is also seeing patients at 
Marshall Health – Teays Valley, 300 Corporate Center Drive in Scott Depot. For appointments or 










New Cases Since June 2, 2021 
   Students: 1 
   Faculty: 0 
   Staff*: 0 
* Includes auxiliary employees (Sodexo, Aetna, Rec Center, etc.) 
All testing is being done in partnership with Marshall Health, Cabell Huntington Hospital, 
Pleasant Valley Hospital, QLabs Inc. and MedExpress Urgent Care. 








The next regular issue of We Are...Marshall will be distributed June 23, 2021. Please send 
items for consideration to WAMnewsletter@marshall.edu by noon Monday, June 21, 2021. 
 
To read the content of this newsletter online, please click on the following link: 
www.marshall.edu/wamnewsletter/June-16-2021. 
